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SPEECH BY JUSTICE (MRS) GEORGINA THEODORA WOOD
(RTD.) ON 9TH FEBRUARY 2022, AT THE SYMPOSIUM
ORGANISED BY THE BIBLE SOCIETY OF GHANA ON THE
THEME: “INTEGRITY AND THE BIBLE.”

I thank the Bible Society of Ghana for inviting me to speak at
this year’s Bible Week Symposium on the subtheme:
“Integrity: Role of fairness and Impartiality.”
Given the broad theme for this symposium, namely,
“Integrity and The Bible.”, I would begin my presentation
with brief definitions of the key words “INTEGRITY”,
“FAIRNESS” and “IMPARTIALITY”. Next, I propose to point out
what The Triune God requires of us in relation to INTEGRITY
and the twin ethical principles of fairness and impartiality,
while at the same time drawing out the importance of these
critical values in justice administration, and nation building in
general, using the Holy Scriptures, where necessary, to
support my views. Finally, I think that it is important that I
suggest some workable solutions to the integrity crisis, that
truth be told, is facing this nation. Indeed, the rapid
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development and transformation of this nation that we all
yearn for, will continue to elude us, if collectively as a people,
we urgently fail to aggressively tackle this horrifying monster
in our body politic.
The Oxford Dictionary of Current English defines INTEGRITY
in two ways. Firstly, as “The quality of being honest and
morally upright”, and secondly, “The state of being whole or
unified”.
The second definition is revealing. Being whole or unified
connotes the absence of inconsistency, contradiction or
double speak, so to say. In practical terms, the person with
integrity does not say or preach one thing and do the
opposite. He or she is completely trustworthy, utterly
dependable and totally reliable in speech and conduct.
Integrity connotes candour, decency and honesty in
character and so in conduct. A definition proffered by Mr.
Justice Nene Amegatcher, a Deacon of Calvary Baptist
Church, Shiashie, who now serves as a Justice of the Supreme
Court of Ghana, but at the time was in private legal practice
and the President of the Ghana Bar Association, in his
remarks as Chairman of the 2nd William Ofori- Atta Memorial
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Lectures in Governance, as far back as May 2013, is most
relevant for our purposes. Speaking under the theme
“Engineering Ghana’s Prosperity: Integrity, Rights and
Responsibilities of Citizens.”, he said:
“Integrity is a quality that encompasses truthfulness
credibility and sincerity. Integrity is the quality of possessing
and adhering to high moral principles or professional
standards.”
Thus, for example, integrity works out as simply as this: no
honest justice bearer will manipulate or pervert the course of
justice for any gain or reward!
Fairness implies non-discrimination. It connotes equality,
equal treatment, equity, transparency, and reasonableness,
under all circumstances. Fairness decries bias, prejudice,
partiality or the like. Impartiality carries the same notion of
equality, good faith and fairness, which in judicial culture
covers both substantive and procedural fairness. In other
words, fairness in both the outcome and the process by
which the decision was arrived at. Evidently, fairness and
impartiality are interconnected, and understandably, widely
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known to apply to judicial and quasi-judicial hearings. They
are so central to justice that globally and across the digital
divide, judiciaries have these basic principles incorporated
into their Code of Ethics for Judges, the breaches of which
could attract sanctions.
The basic function of judges is to administer justice under law.
The force of the law by which justice is administered, is most
felt by the citizen in the court room. Law touches the life of
every person who comes within its jurisdiction, and in modern
society, no one can escape the force of the law. Even though
per our Constitution law-making is the preserve of Parliament
- the Legislature - often, it is in the court room, and not in
Parliament, that the citizen feels the biting edge or mollifying
balm of the law. It turns out, therefore, that where citizens are
satisfied with and have respect for the work of the courts, that
respect survives most of the shortcomings that the other arms
of government may have. Where, however, citizens are
dissatisfied with or lose respect for the work of the courts,
there is a high probability that respect for law and order will
wane and the stability and safety of society will be gravely
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compromised. Hence the crucial importance of the just and
strict application of these principles in justice administration.
Indeed, integrity, fairness and impartiality, form the bedrock
of fair trial in all judicial proceedings. They form a critical part
of the human rights provisions under the 1992 Constitution.
For example, Article 19 guarantees the right to fair trial in
criminal cases in detail. I will read out only clause 1:
A person charged with a criminal offence shall be given a fair
hearing within a reasonable time by a court.
(See also Article 19 Clause 13, under which the same
principles are applicable with equal force to an adjudicating
authority for the determination of the existence or extent of
civil right or obligation).
As already noted, fairness and impartiality are
interconnected, and understandably, more commonly
deployed in judicial and quasi-judicial administrations. But
there is absolutely no basis for restricting their usage to the
legal field. They are more expansive in scope than is generally
thought of. Thus, fairness and impartiality are of relevance
not only in the law courts and quasi -judicial bodies, but also
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in all governance systems, the private, the public, the
corporate world, as well as in the churches, as in the ordinary
market space.
These are time tested and high ethical standards known to
promote true justice- the rule of law and good governance,
accountability, transparency, and by extension, peace and
harmony and development. So again, the Constitution of
Ghana, requires all administrative bodies and administrative
officials in taking administrative decisions “…shall act fairly
and reasonably…”
Also, Article 284 of the 1992 Constitution, imposes a duty on
a public officer not to put himself in a position where his
personal interest conflicts with the performance of the
functions of his office.
This provision lends weight to my clear understanding of the
scope of the principles of integrity, fairness and impartiality.
Given my background, I can authoritatively state that
JUDICIAL INTEGRITY and its related concepts of fairness and
impartiality are the most critical virtues all judges and legal
practitioners must aspire to, if we must have a robust,
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trustworthy Judiciary, capable of attracting both foreign and
domestic investment. Little wonder that in times past, we
always sang Psalm 15 as part of the liturgy at our Legal Year
Services held annually at the Holy Trinity Cathedral. The first
two verses of this empowering scripture, with its emphasis
on uprightness, righteousness, honesty and truth read:
“LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle?
Who shall dwell in thy holy hill?
He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and
speaketh the truth in his heart.”
The importance The Lord God places on integrity, Justice,
fairness and impartiality is unquestionable, given that His
very essence is Integrity and Justice, as espoused in Psalm
89:14a, which reads:
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of thy throne…
Hence, Judges are commanded, for example, in Leviticus
19:15:
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Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou shalt not
respect the person of the poor, nor honour the person of the
mighty, but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbour.
As a nation, we are bedevilled with critical integrity issues
affecting our moral and spiritual health, and national
development and progress.
Quite frankly, many of us find it difficult to uphold integrity
when the benefits of dishonesty and underhand dealings are
immense, immediate, and alluring, while the dividends for
integrity are not only slow and difficult to see, but
demanding and calls for self-sacrifice, and deprivation of
what we perceive to be the finer things of life. But as Bible
believing Christians, do we have a choice in this matter?
The Bible, the trusted word of God, does not mince words.
The Lord God requires of us believers, that demonstrably, we
be men and women of integrity, men and women of utmost
fidelity in all we do or say. For the Christian Judge, people of
God, the key virtue of integrity, impartiality and fairness is
central to godly living in all aspects of his or her life, in both
their public and private lives. We are all commanded to
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exhibit integrity in leadership- whether political or religious,
in public service, in the home and in our marital affairs, in our
academic pursuits, economic, business, marketplace
activities. Our Lord Jesus Christ attaches so much importance
to integrity in our day -to-day affairs that He solemnly forbids
us from swearing or taking oaths in defence of whatever
cause we are pursuing. The Lord Jesus demands total
transparency from us. Thus, in Matthew 5: 34-37 He
admonishes:
But I say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it
is God’s throne; nor by the earth, for it is his footstool……
37 But let your “Yes” be “Yes” and your “No”, “No”.
Whatever is more than these is from the evil one.
One relevant Scripture on the will of God for our lives on the
issue of integrity, is Proverbs 12:22 which reads:
“Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord: but they that deal
truly are His delight.”
I raise these few questions for our earnest introspection. Do
we pay our taxes as commanded by the word of God or we
have groomed ourselves into tax evadersand tax avoiders?
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Do we clearly understand that political power procured
dishonestly through corruption and manipulation of the
electoral process does not advance godliness, peace and the
public good?
Public servants, who are required to serve the public in
honesty and sincerity, and earn their trust and confidence,
what is our work ethic like? Do we even do an honest day’s
work?
Our distinguished members of the media, known as the
fourth estate of the realm, do we value the noble ethical
principles of integrity, fairness and impartiality in our work?
Do we realise the irretrievable reputational damage or harm
we cause to innocent citizens when we fail to be guided by
these principles as we ply our profession?
What about our sisters and brothers who ply their trades in
our local markets? Do we work with unjust scales in our
stalls?
I have no doubt that there are men and women of integrity
among people who do not profess the Christian faith. But
since I have established that the child of God must and can
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be the perfect example of integrity, is it not a shame that
many of us who profess Christ lack this basic and essential
virtue. True I have no credible scientific data on hand to back
this assertion. But the evidence though anecdotal, is
overwhelmingly convincing. Otherwise, how can a nation
that prides itself in the fact that about 70% of the population
are Christians, wallow in such an abnormally high incidence
of endemic corruption and lack of development in this
beautiful country the Lord has so generously endowed with
resources?
The worrying trend keeps on attracting the genuine concerns
of all well-meaning Ghanaians. The latest to add his voice to
the persistent calls for genuine repentance is the President of
the Ghana Pentecostal Council of Churches and
Organisations, Rev. Professor Frimpong- Manso. In an
interview he granted after opening the 53rd Annual
Conference of the (GPCC) a week ago, he was constrained to
describe our society in clearly unpalatable terms- “a morally
degenerating and corrupt society where the lack of the fear
of God and the love of money was reaching the tipping
point.” He thus “charged the 70 % of professing Christians
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to lead the fight against public sector corruption which is
known to pose the greatest threat to the democracy,
development peace and stability of this country.”
Furthermore, he admonished “all Christians first to hold
themselves accountable and then teach and disciple corrupt
people in the society to eschew corruption and petty
stealing.”
I perfectly agree with him. I speak from the following
perspective. I stand on the platform of the Bible Society of
Ghana. We believe in the efficacy and transforming power of
the word of God. The gospel has power to save. On this
occasion, when we are examining integrity, impartiality and
fairness in the light of the Bible, I cannot advance a better
solution to our waywardness than that which is found in the
word of God.
May I not be understood. I am not advocating an
abandonment of law enforcement. No. I will be the last
person to belittle the strict enforcement of the laws of Ghana
by the State. For which reason I will urge our anti-corruption
agencies of State, namely, the Economic and Organised
Crimes Office (EOCO), Commission for Human Rights and
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Administrative Justice (CHRAJ), Office of The Special
Prosecutor (OSP), and other law enforcement agencies to
work hard to ensure that appropriate sanctions are meted
against law breakers. But given this arena, the purposes for
which we are here, I sincerely believe that the Church must
take up the mantle of calling the body of Christ to sincere
repentance and godly living.
It is not enough for us to pour out our laments. I pray that
the Church seriously takes up the task of discipleship through
a consistent study- teaching and learning- of the word of God
in our local churches and in our homes. We need believers
who are conscious of the demand of God on their lives. We
must educate ourselves about integrity, imbue our children
with high ethical standards and build strong institutions that
promote and reward integrity, as we continue to rely on The
Almighty’s grace and mercy in times such as this.
Judges and public officials I have been privileged to interact
with, tell me that they have succeeded in staying the course,
by the Grace of God, through a consistent study of, and
commitment to the word of God, undergirded by prayer. I am
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thus reminded of The Lord’s word in 2nd Corinthians 4:7 and 2
Peter 1:3, respectively.
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels that the
excellency of the power may be of God, and not us…(2
Corinthians 4:7)
His divine power has given unto us all things that pertain
unto life and godliness, though he knowledge of Him that
called us to glory and virtue. (2 Peter 1:3)
So, believers, what really is our problem? We have none.
Let me end with the words of H Jackson Brown Jr. best-selling
writer and author of Life’s Little Instruction Book:
“Live so that when your children think of fairness and
integrity, they think of you.”
I thank you for your kind attention.

